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Appendix D - “High Seas Coordination Procedure” and  
template for letter to ICAO to conduct regional air navigation agreement procedure for  

airspace changes and ATS routes over the high seas 
 

(Paragraph 4.1.16 refers) 
 
 

This procedure is aimed to obtain regional air navigation agreement before implementing all airspace 
changes and ATS routes (regional and non-regional) over the high seas. 

1. States send an official letter to the ICAO Secretariat or indicate the requirement in the RDGE 
Summary of Discussions, as a direct outcome of the RDGE meeting. 

2. The ICAO Secretariat circulates the proposed changes over the high seas on behalf of the 
"initiating" States. 

3. The States consulted generally have a four week deadline for comments. 
4. The "silent procedure" applies (i.e. no comments received means agreement). 
5. After the deadline, if no objections are received, the ICAO Secretariat officially informs all States 

consulted that the "initiating" State(s) may proceed with the implementation. 
 
The following is a possible template for the letter to implement changes to the ATS route network: 
 
To:  
Mr Luis Fonseca de Almeida 
ICAO Regional Director 
Europe and North Atlantic 
 
[DATE] 
 
Subject : ATS Route Network Changes over the High Seas 
 
 
Dear Mr Fonseca de Almeida, 
 
1. In accordance with the provisions in Annex 11, paragraph 2.1.2 and the established procedure for 
amendment of the European Air Navigation Plan, [STATE OR STATES] wish to inform the ICAO EUR/NAT 
Office of their intention to amend ATS routes which will affect the route network over international waters. 
 
2. The proposed changes to the ATS route network are as follows: 
 

Route Designator:  
Route description:  
Route characteristics/ remarks:  

 
3. Coordination between all parties concerned has been carried out and a chart indicating the 
changes concerned is attached to this letter for ease of reference. 
 
4. The planned date of implementation of these changes is [DD/MM/YY]. 
 
[SIGNED] 
 
Note: For all airspace changes, such as change of airspace classification, change of TMA boundaries, etc., 
please adjust the text and provide all necessary information concerning this change, as appropriate.  
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